
TESTIMONY & PETITION from Embobut communities against Eviction 3rd January 2014 
 
Families, community members and leaders in Embobut Forest have voiced their strong 
support for this national and international appeal against their eviction. They fear the forest 
guards will get into area in a few days time since tents for forest guards have been brought in 
- indicating that the government is mobilizing in readiness to start the eviction. There are 
grave fears, worries and confusion.  
 
They ask the Kenyan Government and people, and the UN and international community to 
save the situation, that it will be a disaster if the threat of eviction is implemented - it will be 
worse for women, children and elders.  
 
The following are community members and Leaders of Sengwer from Embobut who bear 
witness to this situation and request to sign the Appeal: 
 
1.  Luka Toroitich Kiraton (Former Councillor) - ID No. 3140483 
2.  Paul K Kitum - ID No. 4639311 
3.  Richard Kemboi Chelanga - ID No. 20262959 
4.  Charles Kimutai Murkomen - ID No. 24622896 
5.  Joel Kiptala (Former Councillor) - ID No. 11339072 
6.  Nathan Kibor Chebet - ID No. 24624342 
7.  Benjamin KIpkemoi Chebet - ID No. 24202511 
8.  Edwar Yego - ID No. 26330353 
9.  Evans Komen Kibiwott - ID No. 24202290 
10. Robert Kimutai Chebusal - ID No. 29107156 
11. David Kimutai Ruto - ID No. 21007153 
12. Musa Suter - ID No. 21006140 
13. Chebet Yano Kilimo - ID No. 25049808 
14. Musa Toroitich Kanda - ID No. 9329210 
 
Community members and leaders in Embobut Forest are threatened with the burning of their 
homes and with eviction. They call on the Kenyan Government to stop these threats of 
unlawful evictions and to sit with them to address the two issues: (1) that the forest needs to 
be protected, and (2) that people's right to live on their ancestral lands needs to be respected.  
 
After years of burning their homes (even as recently as May 2013, despite an interim 
injunction secured in the High Court in Eldoret against the burning of Sengwer homes in 
Embobut) the most recent attempt to move them from Embobut Forest took place when the 
President visited Embobut on November 15th 2013 and promised 400,000 Kenyan shillings 
per family to what he called the ‘Evictees’ to move out of the forest. On 12th December 2013, 
the Elgeyo Marakwet County Commission, Mr. Arthur Osiya said that “The Evictees were 
given the cash and have no reason to continue staying in the forest. By January 3rd 2014, we 
expect all squatters out of that forest” (Saturday Nation, December 14, 2013, page 22). 
 
The Authorities are treating all residents of Embobut Forest as if they are internally displaced 
people who need to be moved, whereas they need to sit down with them and realise that 
there are many different people. Those current residents who are living in Embobut as a 
result of landslides elsewhere or who have come here simply for additional land to grow 
crops, may be very willing to receive money and move; whereas the indigenous inhabitants of 
the forest refuse to move. They have no other place they call home. This is where their 
ancestors are buried, and they want to live in Embobut in peace and make sure that no harm 
comes to the forest. The Indigenous Peoples of Embobut live in their ancestral home, their 
community land with respect to Kenya Constitution article 63 (d) cannot be treated equally 
with 2007/2008 Post Election Victims referred to as Internally Displaced People, since the 
latter were in IDP camps and after getting the Kshs 400,000 they’ll still go back to their homes 
and lands where they lived before 2007 General Election. 
 
They call on the Kenyan Government to end these threats, and to recognise the right to 
remain of those willing to continue living in a way that protects the forests and glades. They 
call on the Kenyan Government to sit with them and to find the way through to a future for all. 


